Minnesota State University Moorhead

RED: a Repository of Digital Collections
The Advocate

Student Newspapers

1-12-2012

The Advocate, January 12, 2012
Minnesota State University Moorhead

Follow this and additional works at: https://red.mnstate.edu/advocate

Researchers wishing to request an accessible version of this PDF may complete this form.
Recommended Citation
Minnesota State University Moorhead, "The Advocate, January 12, 2012" (2012). The Advocate. 273.
https://red.mnstate.edu/advocate/273

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Newspapers at RED: a Repository of Digital
Collections. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Advocate by an authorized administrator of RED: a Repository
of Digital Collections. For more information, please contact RED@mnstate.edu.

Advocate
The

Thursday, January 12, 2012

online at www.msumadvocate.com

MSUM’s weekly student newspaper

Moorhead, Minn.

Szymanski thanks faculty, staff

Tattoo trend among
students,
Page 4
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Faculty pay
new fee to
continue
riding buses
BY JASMINE MAKI
makija@mnstate.edu

JESSICA FLEMING • flemingjes@mnstate.edu

SUM president Edna Szymanski chatted with university faculty and staff Friday in Kise Commons during
M
the annual staff appreciation lunch. “The people that actually get the work done are the people we’re
thanking today,” Szymanski said. “It’s important to thank the people that make this place work.” University
administrators donned aprons, serving 23 20-pound turkeys to more than 350 people.

Former
professor
dies in
hit-and-run
ADVOCATE STAFF
REPORTS

Former MSUM professor Ben
Lin, 72, died in a hit-and-run
crash in Sunnyvale, Calif.
According to The Forum,
Lin was hit by
an SUV while
walking to his
Sunnyvale home
last Thursday
morning.
Lin
retired
in 2004 after
Ben Lin
teaching
31
years at MSUM. His wife, Jenny
Lin, was also a longtime MSUM
professor who taught Chinese
and East Asian Studies.
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MSUM faculty are no longer
able to ride the MAT Bus for free
as of Jan 1. But faculty who ride
frequently say spending $45 on a
semester pass is worth it.
“I’ve already bought the pass,”
said Laura Fasick, an MSUM
English professor. “It’s certainly
a very reasonable price for the
value and service that you get.”
After growing up in Toronto
with so much public transit,
Fasick never got used to driving
or getting around by car. Without
a driver’s license, taking a bus is
often necessary for her.
Fasick has been riding the
MAT Bus ever since she moved
to the area in 1990 and her use
has only increased with the years.
“I just really prefer the bus,“
Fasick said.
She takes the bus several times
a day to run errands, visit friends
or go to West Acres.
“I like the fact that when I’m
on the bus I can read. I can write.
I can get a lot of things done. In
that sense, it saves me a lot of
time,” Fasick said. “I am able
to use the time I’m getting some
place to do other things as well.”
MAT BUS, PAGE 7

Stores take paraphernalia fight to court
BY BRYCE HAUGEN
haugenbr@mnstate.edu

A steady flow of customers
browsed the steeply discounted
glass pipe selection at Moorhead’s
downtown Mellow Mood on
Monday night, as clerks packed
boxes to prepare for an ordinance
banning these products.
“We’re changing direction to
stay in line with the law,” said
Dustin Ellingson, an employee
and MSUM senior music major.
The law, which took effect
Wednesday, bans selling items
“if that person knows or should
reasonably know” that the
products will be used as drug
paraphernalia. A divided city
council passed it late November
after a months-long debate during
which smoke shop owners,
patrons and civil libertarians
fiercely opposed the measure
while
police,
prosecutors

and other citizens vigorously
promoted it.
The fight is not over. Since
the ordinance passed, foes have
circulated a petition calling for
the measure to “be repealed in its
entirety” or “be submitted to the
voters.” Organizers handed in the
final batch of signatures Tuesday
– the same day they filed an
injunction in Clay County court
to stop the law from taking effect.
While they wait for a court
decision and petition certification,
Ellingson said Mellow Mood will
comply and remove hundreds of
items – water pipes, glass pipes
and grinders – and introduce new
products, considered legitimate,
such as corncob and antler pipes.
Mother’s Music, a few doors
down, will also “tame down”
its selection and introduce new
merchandise, owner Brady
Bredell said. But across Main

JESSICA FLEMING • flemingjes@mnstate.edu

These tobacco pipes were heavily discounted at Mellow Mood on Monday to
help them sell before they had to be cleared out of the stores.

Avenue, Pyromaniacs closed its
Moorhead location Tuesday, said
a clerk who declined to give her
name. Blocks east, at Discontent
on Monday night, an electronic
banner flashed discounts of 30 to

90 percent off certain items.
Owner Tom Tepley, a petition
sponsor whose lawyers crafted
the injunction request, said
Discontent closed Tuesday for
PARAPHERNALIA, PAGE 7

Men’s basketball team
wins again, back page
Movie review, page 3
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ampus
alendar

1.12

1.13

1.14

1.15

1.18

1.12 - 1.19

8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. - Book
buyback - Dragon Stop
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. - Silent
Auction - CMU Ballroom
6:30 p.m. - Planetarium
Outreach - Bridges 167
2 p.m. - Open house for
Jeremy Johnson - CMU
101
6 p.m. - Women’s basketball vs. Upper Iowa Nemzek fieldhouse
6 p.m. - Women’s swimming vs. U of M Morris
- Nemzek pool
7 p.m. - Swing dance club
- CMU Underground
8 p.m. - Men’s basketball
vs. Upper Iowa - Nemzek
Fieldhouse
9 p.m. - Friday nights Recreation and Outing
Center
1:45 p.m. - Planetarium
show (The Little Star That
Could) - Bridges 167
4 p.m. - Women’s basketball vs. Winona (Minn.)
State - Nemzek Fieldhouse
6 p.m. - Men’s basketball
vs. Winona (Minn.) State Nemzek Fieldhouse
1:45 p.m. - Planetarium
show (The Little Star That
Could) - Bridges 167
11 a.m. - Acoustic
afternoon - CMU Main
Lounge
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News Briefs MSUM Briefs
Strong quake shakes
Indonesia

A 7.3-magnitude earthquake
struck off the coast of Banda
Aceh, Indonesia early Wednesday,
calling for a tsunami alert to be
issued—though it’s since been
lifted.
Around half of the 230,000
victims of the deadly 2004
tsunami lived in Aceh.
Residents of Aceh and other
coastal cities poured onto the
streets after the midnight quake,
and a police spokesman said that
there did not appear to be any
immediate damage or deaths.

Court rules Okla. Sharia
ban unconstitutional

The 10th Circuit Court of
Appeals on Tuesday upheld a
lower court that had blocked
Oklahama’s controversial “Sharia
ban” intended to keep Islamic law
out of American courts.
In a 37-page decision, the court
dismissed Oklahoma’s claims
that the law did not discriminate
against Muslims. More than
70 percent of Oklahoma citizens
voted the ban into law until a
district court in the state ruled it
unconstitutional and issued an
injunction to suspend it.
Similar laws are currently
being considered in as many as
20 other states.

U.S. Coast Guard saves
more Iranians at sea

The U.S. Coast Guard saved
six Iranian sailors from a flooded
vessel in the Persian Gulf on
Tuesday, the second time it has
rescued Iranians at sea in the past
week.
Ahmadinejad’s nation has
been fuming about the presence
of American ships in the Gulf,
showing off with blustery naval
exercises, but today’s rescue
comes only a few days after an
American mission that saved 13
Iranians from a pirated fishing
boat in the same area. Iran gave
thanks for that mission, calling it
a “humanitarian act,” but has not
commented on the latest one.
The United States is currently
dialing up sanctions on the
Middle Eastern country over its
burgeoning nuclear program.

Green Bay coach’s son
found dead in river
The son of Green Bay Packers
offensive coordinator Joe Philbin
was found dead Monday. Michael
Philbin, 21, was visiting friends in
Oshkosh, Wisc., and was reported
missing Sunday.
A dive rescue crew recovered
his body from the Fox River near
the University of Wisconsin’s
Oshkosh campus.
Michael Philbin was last heard
from on a Sunday morning cellphone call. At about the same
time as the call, authorities got
word that someone had fallen into
the river.

News briefs from dailybeast.com

Fuego Tropical performs
with Journey drummer

MSUM’s world music and
percussion ensemble Fuego
Tropical, directed by Kenyon
Williams, was the only university
ensemble invited to perform at
the Minnesota Day of Percussion
in Minneapolis this past weekend.
They performed for a standingroom only crowd of more than
800 high school and middle
school students from across
Minnesota.
The
performance
was
highlighted by the appearance of
another guest artist at the event,
Steve Smith, former drummer
for the rock band Journey and
considered by many to be one of
the greatest drummers of all time.
He agreed to sit-in and perform
a selection with the MSUM
students.
Williams also presented two
hands-on percussion clinics at
the day-long event that featured
professional performing artists
from Las Vegas, Arizona, New
York and Minneapolis.

Panel gives presentation
on cancer survivorship

An educational presentation on
cancer survivorship is scheduled
at 7 p.m. Jan. 30 in CMU 101.
This presentation is open to
students, faculty, staff and the
general public.
The presentation on cancer
survivorship will be facilitated by
Dr. Shelby Terstriep and a panel
of five cancer survivors. Terstriep
is a medical oncologist at Sanford
Health and is the medical director
of Embrace, Sanford’s cancer
survivorship program. She is a
Mayo Clinic-trained physician
and was involved in research
and training at SPARK, Mayo’s
innovation lab.
This presentation is part of
the “Go Pink with the Dragons”
event. Go Pink t-shirts and
pancake tickets will be available
for purchase at the presentation.
Please contact Gloria Riopelle
with the athletic department at
477-5824 with any questions
regarding this event.

MSUM briefs from Dragon
Digest and submitted to
advocate@mnstate.edu

Greg Lemke
12/12
Vandalism to vehicle reported in
Lot E.
Suspicious person outside Center
for the Arts, unable to locate.
Smoking violation outside Flora
Frick, referred to Campus Judicial.
12/13
Property damage to window in
Nelson.
Alcohol violation west side of
Nemzek. One cited by Moorhead
PD for minor consuming and
referred to Campus Judicial.
12/14
Fire alarm in the CMU, caused
by cleaning crew.
Disorderly conduct in Lot P,
referred to Campus Judicial.
Suspicious activity in Lommen,
referred to Campus Judicial.

12/17
Property damage reported in
Hagen, caused by cracked water
pipe.
1/1
Suspicious activity in South
Snarr, referred to Campus Judicial.

Suspicious activity near Murray
Commons. One individual (nonstudent) escorted off campus.

1/3
Property damage to street sign
at 19th Street and 6th Avenue
South, referred to city of
Moorhead.

1/7
Found property in Dahl turned
over to Moorhead PD.
Blue light activation in Nemzek.
False call.
Marijuana odors reported outside
Dahl. Unable to locate.

1/8
Marijuana odor complaint
in Grantham. One cited by
Moorhead PD for possession of
drug paraphernalia, referred to
Campus Judicial.

To report a problem contact Public Safety at 218.477.2675

MSUM students publish
work in cancer journal

Nursing student wins
national scholarship

Chemistry, biosciences and
biotechnology majors Danielle
Rastedt, Andrea Slusser, Craig
Kutz, Tony Nguyen, Jenny
Canine and Kristina Anderson
co-authored a new paper with
professors
Joseph
Provost
and Mark Wallert in Cellular
Oncology, a highly ranked cancer
research journal.
Their work found an important
new relationship between a
hormone found at high levels
in lung cancer patients and the
control of acid levels in and
around cells. The students work
was supported by an NIH grant.

Amy LaValla, a senior nursing
student, was chosen as a recipient
of the American Psychiatric
Nursing Association Scholarship,
which included an all-expensepaid trip to the 2011 APNA
Conference at Disneyland Resort
in California in October. She
was one of 15 students chosen
nationwide for this honor.
The scholarship recipients were
chosen on the basis of academic
merit, student activity and
leadership qualifications, as well
as professional goals in the area
of psychiatric nursing.
LaValla said the experience
was an incredible opportunity to
learn from nursing leaders who
are “shaping the direction of the
nursing profession for the future.”

Business Office relocates
to Grier for semester

The Business Office will
be remodeled during spring
semester. It has relocated to Grier.
Office hours are from 8 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.

A&E
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Most anticipated of 2012
This year is full of big releases
for all forms of media. The
Advocate has picked the ones
we’re most excited for. So curl
up in a chair with headphones,
your Xbox 360 and a big-screen
television while you await all of
these releases.

Album
“Detox” by Dr. Dre
Movie
“The Dark Knight Rises”
Videogame
“Grand Theft Auto V”
Book
“Insurgent” by
Veronica Roth

“I Need a Doctor” — the first
single of Dr. Dre’s “Detox” —
came out last February. There’s
no word that the album will be
released this year for sure but
fans can only hope that this will
be the year it finally comes out.

TBA

Other albums this year:
“The Killers”
“Trouble Man” from T.I.
“Pink Friday: Roman Reloaded”
by Nicki Minaj

‘Dragon Tattoo’ brings
something new to the series
BY CONOR HOLT
holtco@mnstate.edu

Remakes are a common sight
at the cinema these days, and
most of them are hard to justify.
Usually, a remake simply copies
the ideas and techniques of the
original, only serving to remind
us how good the original was and
how inferior this version is.
A remake can work, however,
when it brings something new
to the story or offers a new
perspective. Martin Scorsese’s
“The Departed” moved the
original’s Hong Kong location to
Boston; John Carpenter’s “The
Thing” changed the alien from a
“walking carrot” to a mysterious
shape shifter.
David Fincher’s “The Girl with
the Dragon Tattoo” faces the
difficult challenge of remaking
a very solid version of the film
that’s only a few years old.
And at first glance, not much
has changed between the two
versions: Both feature excellent
acting and writing, and display a
cold, twisted sensibility befitting
the grisly story.
Both films are based on the
first book of the late Steig
Larsson’s Millennium Trilogy.
Mikael Blomkvist is a disgraced
Swedish reporter who takes a
job investigating a 40-year-old
murder. When the case becomes
too big for him to handle alone,
he hires a young, talented, but
anti-social and often violent
hacker named Lisbeth Salander.
What Fincher and screenwriter
Steven Zallian do to distinguish
their version is really get into
the characters. Fincher of course
is no stranger to films about
murder-mysteries (“Se7en” and
“Zodiac” stand as classics of the
genre), but in this film, Fincher
turns his eyes more carefully
to the details of the characters
instead of the grisly evidence of
the investigation. This is not to
say the mystery is short-changed:
Even if you already know the
ending, it’s still a thrilling race to
the finish.
But the biggest improvement
of Fincher’s version is our
connection to Lisbeth and
Mikael. In the original, they were

pieces of an intricate plot; in the
remake, they are fully formed
characters, living people with
back story, emotions and goals.
Just like the film itself, actress
Roony Mara faced a tall order
in taking on the role of Lisbeth
Salander, already made famous
by Swedish actress Noomi
Rapace (who has moved up to
Hollywood blockbusters like
“Sherlock Holmes 2”).
Despite this handicap, Mara
knocks it out of the park with her
flinty but sensitive performance
as a fiercely anti-social hacker
with a troubled past and an
unstable present. With her
multiple piercings and bleached
eyebrows,
she’s
obviously
someone who doesn’t fit in with
normal society, but by the end of
the film, thanks to Mara’s strong
characterization and sensitivity,
Lisbeth is completely relatable
and has the support of the entire
audience (especially after the
heart-breaking final scene.)
Daniel Craig is also excellent as
Mikael, definitely improving on
original actor Michael Nyqvist.
Not only does the current
Bond more believably fit the
character of a womanizing leftist
journalist, but he also manages
to bring a sensitivity to the role,
especially in his scenes with
Lisbeth. That emotional rawness
we see in both characters makes
their relationship believable and
relatable.
As with every Fincher film, the
technical aspects of the film are
spot on, from Jeff Cronenweth’s
cool, crisp cinematography
to Trent Reznor and Atticus
Ross’ pulsing, eerie score. The
supporting performances are
also excellent, from Christopher
Plummer as the old man who
hires Blomkvist, to Yorick van
Wageningen as Lisbeth’s sadistic
caretaker.
Is the Swedish version an
inferior film? No, both versions
are excellent. The Swedish
version does have the benefit
of actually being in Swedish. I
personally enjoyed the greater
emphasis on character in the
remake, but both films are worth
checking out.

No other movie is generating as
much buzz this year as “The Dark
Knight Rises.” Christopher Nolan
has created a trilogy that is ranked
among the greatest superhero
movies of all time. Even the trailer
has more than 10 million views
on YouTube. Set eight years after
the events in “The Dark Knight,”
Batman has become a fugitive but
goes back into battle when Bane
wreaks havoc on Gotham City.

July 20

The “Grand Theft Auto” series
has always been groundbreaking
when it comes to storytelling and
open worlds. You can now play
multiplayer as you return to Los
Santos from the “San Andreas”
game. It’s also expected to have
as much morally questionable
material as ever.

Rumored June 1st

Other videogames this year:
“Bioshock: Infinite”
“Tomb Raider”
“Metal Gear Rising: Vengenance”
“Halo 4”
“Mass Effect 3”

Veronica Roth released a hit
with “Divergent,” and she now
releases her follow-up with
“Insurgent.” This book continues
following the story of Tris and
now war looms between all the
factions. Tris will finally embrace
her divergence.

Rumored May 28th

PAPER DIAMOND

4 ON THE FLOOR

Wednesday, January 18
The Venue @ The Hub

Friday, January 20
The Aquarium

8pm Doors • Ages 18+

9pm Doors • Ages 21+

HAIRBALL

ROSTER MCCABE

Friday, January 27
The Venue @ The Hub

Saturday, January 28
The Aquarium

w/ The M Machine & Soverign Sect

8:30pm Doors • Ages 21+

SEBASTIAN BACH
Friday, February 10
The Venue @ The Hub
8pm Doors • Ages 21+

JIM BRICKMAN
Thursday, February 16
Fargo Theatre
7:30pm Show • All Ages

w/ Dirty Horse

w/ Two Many Banjos

9pm Doors • Ages 21+

STEPHEN KELLOGG
& THE SIXERS
w/ Chris Koza & Katrina

Sunday, February 12
The Aquarium
8pm Doors • Ages 21+

T-PAIN & GYM
CLASS HEROES

w/ Outasight, Grieves & Budo, Cris Cab
& Dextrious

Saturday, February 18
The Venue @ The Hub
5:30pm Doors • All Ages

CORNMEAL • Sunday, February 19 • Ages 21+ • The Aquarium
BANNER PILOT • Saturday, March 31 • Ages 21+ • The Aquarium
SARAH VOWELL • Saturday, April 14 • All Ages • Fargo Theatre

Tickets for all shows are available at
(located at 300 Broadway; open
Monday-Friday 12-6PM), by phone (701) 205-3182 & online at:

Features
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Leaving their mark
BY KELLY ZIMMER
zimmerke@mnstate.edu

Tattoos evolving throughout history

Tattoos are changing, and
tattoos are changing society.
More than 36 percent of people
from age 18 to 25 have at least
one tattoo and 40 percent of
people from age 25 to 40 have
at least one, according to a PEW
Research Center study. With
approximately one of every four
young people wearing at least
one tattoo, society’s views on
the tattoo industry are changing.
In our parents’ generation,
easily visible tattoos were only
worn by bikers, gang members
and prisoners. However, many
of the tattoos young people now
choose to get are visible, no
matter how conservative their
clothing.

Tattoos in the work
place

One question on the minds
of many people is how tattoos
are going to affect their ability
to obtain a job. It is true that
visible tattoos are against many
dress codes in the professional
world. However, the trend of
tattoos being more acceptable
in a professional setting is
spreading.
Careers that cater toward a
younger demographic or are
trying to attract young talent
are more likely to accept visible
tattoos than the old “classic”
professions. A new trend in the
workplace is adding a more
extensive dress code to either
prohibit visible tattoos or to be
more accepting of them.
Since each company has the
ability to establish its own set of
rules for how it wants employees
to appear, it is important for
those entering the workforce
to be knowledgeable regarding
the acceptance of tattoos.

Media’s influence

Celebrities and media have
had a large impact on why
easily visible tattoos are more
popular. The rise of rap and
hip-hop in mainstream America
has prompted a rise in tattoos.
With rappers like Lil Wayne,
Eminem and 50 Cent sporting
tattoos all over their bodies,
many of their fans are doing the
same. Lil Wayne even says that
the reason he got a tattoo on
his stomach was because Tupac
had one there.
However, it isn’t just rap
and hip-hop celebs who
enjoy tattoos. Celebrities like
Alyssa Milano, Johnny Depp,
Christina Ricci, Keith Urban,
David Beckham, Penelope
Cruz and Brad Pitt all have at
least one tattoo — and many of
them have quite a few.
With tattoos being the second
most-common word on internet
search engines, it is no wonder
that shows such as “LA Ink,”
“Miami Ink” and “NY Ink” are
flooding the reality television
market.
The art industry is also a
contributing factor to the new
acceptance. Many people are
taking the opportunity to use
tattoos as a way of showcasing
their favorite artists as well as
their own artwork. Multiple
groups on Facebook are
directed toward people who
want acceptance of tattoos as
art.

Reasons for getting
tattoos

The most common reasoning
behind many tattoos are
for spiritual or emotional
attachment. Favorite quotes,
pictures and religious symbols
are popular tattoos for middleclass America.
“I have a tattoo that means

nothing, a religious tattoo and
one of my daughter’s name,
and all of them are significant
to me,” said Katie Baker, a
junior majoring in English and
mass communications. “I want
more.”

History of tattoos

The idea of tattoos as socially
acceptable may be new during
our lifetime; however, tattoos
have been around longer than
most people realize. The oldest
discovery of tattoos comes
from the iceman found in the
Italian-Austrian border. He was
carbon-dated to the year 5,200
B.C. Scientists believe that the
tattooing done then helped to
alleviate pain.
The ancient Egyptians were
also a tattoo society. Many
mummies have been found with
tattoos adorning their bodies.
All of the mummies found with
tattoos were women, and one of
the female mummies is believed
to be a high-status priestess.
Scientists believe that ancient
Egyptian women had tattoos
to protect themselves while
pregnant and to protect mother
and child during labor.
In later societies, mummies
with tattoos were those of
nobility or high rank. Evidence
shows that throughout the
centuries, tattoos have always
been a part of society but
acceptance has widely varied.
Are we on the upward trend to
social acceptance?
Tattoos are a personal
choice and many people enjoy
expressing
themselves
in
permanent body art. However,
body art can also be addicting.
MSUM sophomore Heidi
Jaeger, an art major, said she
started with one tattoo that
means a lot to her, thinking that
she’d be done.
“But it’s something I’ve
come to really love. It’s a way
I can express myself and make
memories. I now have two and
have plans for at least three
more.”

JESSICA FLEMING • flemingjes@mnstate.edu

A collection of tattoos from students on the MSUM campus.

Students Needed
• Assist an adult or child with special needs who live
independently in the community, afternoons, sleep
overnights & e/o weekend
• Great degree experience for Social Work, Psych or
Spec Ed students
• Apply online at www.accessrrv.org
• Saturday and Sunday staff needed. Earn wage plus
differential

Access of the Red River Valley
403 Center Ave 5th Floor
(US Bank Building)
Moorhead, MN 56560
218-233-3991
EEO/AA Employer

Curr Dr Lic/Ins/Clear background req.
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Honors apprentice
scholarships help
defray college costs
BY PAIGE WILLEY
willeypa@mnstate.edu

MSUM has a number of
scholarships for juniors and
seniors, but one of the most
helpful is the upperclassman
honors apprentice scholarship.
It awards students who have
a GPA of 3.5 or higher with
$5,000 per year for up to two
years.
Along with monetary benefits,
this scholarship also provides
opportunities for students to
work with an MSUM faculty
member in the student’s chosen
field. Students have done
everything from researching to
helping install new pieces at the
campus art gallery.
The application for this
scholarship has three parts.
The first is a letter from a
faculty member stating what the
proposed apprenticeship project
will be.
The second is an essay from
the he or she explaining how
the student will benefit and
grow from the project, as well
as how the project will add to
the department.
The third and final part is a
list of the offices the student
has held and activities he or she
has participated in, including
volunteer work, clubs and
organizations.
Five students are awarded
the scholarship annually, one
from each college: arts and
humanities, business and
industry, education and human
services, social and natural
sciences and the university
college.
Carolyn Zehren, director of
financial aid, estimates that
between 35 and 45 students
apply for this scholarship each
year.
Reviewing the large quantity
of scholarships submitted is no
small job. This task falls upon a
scholarship selection committee
of 10 faculty members. They
review all of the scholarship
applications MSUM receives
each year.
“That is probably one of the
toughest jobs on campus,” said
Denise Gorsline, dean of the
university college and adviser
of the honors apprenticeship
program.
Zehren said that the committee
scores each application using
a weighted scale based upon
established criteria. They
then compare their scores and
discuss any large discrepancies.
Essays are graded on syntax
and content. Zehren said when
scoring content, the committee
looks at whether the student
addressed and expounded upon
the writing prompt.
“After reading a few essays
you can sort out the fluff from
the real content. You can tell
what students think they should
say versus what they actually
believe,” Zehren said.
The deadline for the
upperclassman
honors

apprentice scholarship is April 1.
An
honors
apprentice
scholarship is also available to
incoming freshmen. Students
who receive this scholarship
receive $5,000 each year for
four years. These students must
be in the top five percent of
their high school class and have
an ACT score of 28 or higher.
Zehren estimates that they
receive 50 applications for
the freshman scholarship each
year, and the committee usually
selects 10 students, based on
availability.
“The
upperclassman
scholarship has much steeper
competition,” Zehren said.
The students who are awarded
the freshman scholarship
usually do not begin to plan
their projects until they arrive
on campus in the fall.
“It’s sometimes difficult for
freshmen who are starting new
programs to do an apprenticeship
in that program,” Gorsline said.
“Everybody has such different
major there’s no easy way to
contact people.”
As the new adviser of this
scholarship program, Gorsline
would like to work on making
more general contacts for
students who are not yet
committed to a major.
The deadline for the freshman
scholarship is Feb. 1.
Other types of scholarships
include access and opportunity,
athletic, talent and academic. For
more information about these
or other MSUM scholarships,
visit www.mnstate.edu/finaid/
scholarships.

El Mezcal is located on South University Drive in Fargo.
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El Mezcal: bland decor, blander food
BY KRISTIN KIRTZ
kirtzkr@mnstate.edu

Although Mexican cuisine is
a popular choice among many
college students, Taco Bell
can become boring after the
hundredth visit there. So while
exploring the FM area’s options
for Mexican food, I came upon a
fairly new restaurant, El Mezcal,
located at 2515 South University
Drive in Fargo.
Driving into the parking lot
should have been a sign from the
start. There was one car parked in
the back of the lot, and I questioned
if it was an employee’s. My guest
and I thought maybe the place
was closed until I saw the neon
“open” sign lit up in the window.
After questioning if it would be
awkward to go in, we finally
stepped up to the plate and went
inside.
The first thing I noticed was
how the splendid Mexican music
playing in the background and
the bright yellow walls made
the restaurant feel authentic. If I
would have left then, I could have
said it was a positive experience.
However, I kept walking. When
I turned the corner, I was greeted
by a man with a scowl on his face.

He appeared to be a manager
but seemed to be missing that
friendly, welcoming vibe. He
uttered the word “Hola” and
asked if we would like the menu
or buffet. We chose the menu
and were seated in a moderately
uncomfortable wooden booth
— one of those booths you are
forced to sit up super straight in
— and he soon came back with
chips and salsa. Seeing this made
us happier.
After a couple minutes our
cute, petite waitress with a
pleasant smile came to our table
and got our beverage orders. We
both crept slowly through the
menu trying to find something
the struck our fancy.
There was a wide variety of
food to choose from. Everything
from fajitas to vegetarian
options to a la carte and desserts
seemed to be in the menu. A
feature I thought was nice was
the combinations portion of the
menu where for $7.99 you could
find mixes of all the different
foods that you might want to try.
After perusing the menu, I chose
the enchiladas supremas. The
average cost for a meal was about
$9, which is pretty affordable for
the portion size received.
As we waited for the food,
the chips and salsa kept us
occupied for a minute or two.
They soon became unappealing,
and we were forced to notice our
surroundings. It wasn’t that the
décor was bad; there just wasn’t
any to look at.
A Patron banner hung

crookedly and alone on one wall
while a sombrero sat on a shelf
close to the buffet. Hanging in
the middle of the dining room
was a Jose Cuervo piñata that
I found entertaining. Yet, it
wasn’t the lack of decoration
that bothered me — it was the
absence of simple upkeep in the
restaurant. About half of the light
bulbs were burnt out, the ceiling
had stains and the worst part was
that the women’s restroom was
out of soap. I hope this meant that
the employee restroom was using
it all.
When the waitress brought out
my food, I was happy with my
choice. It consisted of four small
enchiladas — one cheese, one
beef, another refried beans and
the last being chicken. Ranchero
sauce was poured over them
and they were topped off with
shredded lettuce, cheese, sour
cream and a slice of tomato.
I was hungry and excited to eat.
When I took my first bite, I was
taken back by the lack of flavor
because it looked so tasty. I then
poured my leftover salsa to cover
my meal and continued to eat.
This helped a lot, and I enjoyed
every last bite.
It wasn’t until I finished my
lunch that I saw the waitress
again and she took my plate.
Being a waitress myself, I think
I’m pretty understanding and
easy to please but when my
server didn’t even ask me if the
meal was enjoyable, I was not
impressed.
Overall, I don’t think I’ll be
returning to El Mezcal. I think
I’ll go back to Taco Bell for the
hundred-and-first time.
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Opinion

Advocate Editorial Board

New Year’s resolutions:
Resolving not to have
the same every year

New Year’s resolutions always bring the best out of
us for a few days or months, at least. Every year it’s the
same routine: We make our lists and vow that this year
will be different, though these lists host the same hopes
as before.
When we stumble and make our first mishap of the
year, we feel guilt, remorse that nags at our imperfections
and inability to carry out our goals perfectly. Then,
we usually give up and laugh it off, only to have that
nagging feeling return, especially when the next year is
about to come around the bend.
Instead of beating ourselves up and throwing in the
towel, how about we carry on with our goals while
granting a bit of mercy to our forlorn selves when
we make those inevitable mistakes. We should stay
motivated and push through the mess-ups. All. Year.
Long.
The populace seems to believe that every year is a
new start, and, indeed, it may feel that way, but when
we have the same unfinished resolutions, we’re setting
ourselves up for failure.
Let’s do a favor for us and everyone we know by not
giving up so easily. Giving up leads to complaining.
Complaining leads to annoyed friends or a posse of
negative, annoying people who are too lazy to change
what they don’t like about themselves, which is never
pleasant.
Go out there and make those lists, but keep them too.
The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not
necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the
editor and any submissions. They should be typed
and must include the writer’s name, signature,
address, phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m.
Monday and can be sent to
MSUM Box 130,
dropped off in The Advocate office
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.
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Hosting hopelessness
Lame parties leave emotional scars

BY MEGHAN FEIR
feirme@mnstate.edu

If anyone knows about lame
parties, it’s me. I’ve hosted many
of the most uncomfortable gettogethers possible, ranging from
pirate to Pocahontas-themed
shindigs since the age of birth.
Obviously, I’m sure the
birthdays from the ages of 1 to
5 went according to plan, but the
years after that brought oddness
and awkward feelings to one
and all. Even at family birthday
parties, I managed to make it
uncomfortable for not only
myself but for everyone else with
my over-the-top thankfulness and
dramatic openings. I didn’t want
anyone to feel bad by thinking I
didn’t absolutely adore what they
got me, even if it was a pair of
white socks.
So,
I
dramatized
my
thankfulness with gasps, jawdropping moments and, more
than likely, squeals of joy for
even the smallest of gifts. No
doubt, a box of toothpicks would
have received the same response.
Anyone who knows me knows
I do these things when I’m
genuinely excited, but c’mon. No
one gets that excited for a pair of
plain Jane socks when you’re 7
years old unless you’re the Little
Match Girl, shivering in the bitter
cold.
I once received a box of pencils
as a gift during one of my “kid”
birthday parties and appeared to
be eternally grateful, though the
graphite barely marked and the

erasers only smudged. I think
I still have them (No, I’m not a
hoarder).
Needless to say, I received
many eye-rolls and comments
from two of my three siblings
(Nate accepted my insane
reactions more than the other
two).
After years of getting teased
for my grateful responses from
my other brother and sister, I
formed a complex — a giftreceiving complex. The over-thetop reaction I had formulated over
the years was ready to exhaust
my energy and jump out during
present opening, but I held it
back. I tried to be subtle but felt
guilty for the suppressed drama
of thankfulness I was used to
displaying.
All birthday parties aside, the
inner host in me felt the urge
to have seasonal parties, so
beginning in elementary school,
I attempted to bring my friends
together. Around Valentine’s Day
in 5th grade, I invited some girls
over for a sleepover.
One girl annoyed a few of my
friends and me by eating our entire
supply of pistachios and spilling
beverages. The next day, she
managed to fall down the stairs
backward, almost managing to
knock down my brothers’ senior
portraits on the wall.
This was when our group
separated, two of my friends
being annoyed along with me
while the other comforted the
girl who tumbled down as we
played with my Beanie Babies.
My lack of sympathy was due to
the fact I saw it all happen, and I
still believe she did it on purpose
since she looked around and
slowly started falling backward.
My parties continued to wreak
emotional havoc in high school.
Barely anyone ever showed up,
and sometimes, no one did. When
they did, I often wanted the night
to already be over due to the odd
personality pairings of guests.

At least the food was always
scrumptious, and the house
always looked wonderful.
Sophomore year of college, a
few of my friends and I decided to
throw an ugly sweater party, like
so many others before us. It was
my idea, of course. I always have
a plethora of party ideas, only for
them to end in awkwardness and
emotional drainage.
Once again, the guest list was
thrown together, and as the guests
trickled in, discomfort grew.
We had the place decorated,
food and drink bounteous, but
personalities were clashing. My
panic heightened as I dragged
Melanie (my roomie and one of
my best friends) with me to “go
buy more paper plates,” just to
get my head together and come
up with a game plan. Yes, we left
our own party for awhile.
Toward the end of the night,
people loosened up and it ended
up being enjoyable, but I still
vowed never to host another party
again, until this fall, that is.
My parties have left scars that
have gone more than skin deep,
so when Melanie and I decided
to host a holiday Old Hollywoodthemed party in our apartment,
I dreaded the outcome with
pessimistic predictions. Melanie
had to give me several pep talks
before the night arrived.
Unlike many years, some of
my friends and acquaintances
are annoyed that they did not
receive an invitation to this last
get-together. Obviously, I feel
terrible for making anyone feel
excluded, but I did not rent out a
venue, and I didn’t want a noise
violation as a reward. Besides, if I
had, based on my track record, no
one would’ve come.
The moral of this story is this:
If your life has sewn together a
quilt of quintessential party flops,
take heart. Someday, you may
find yourself being the host of a,
dare I say it, enjoyable event.

To take, or not to take; accepting cruelty

BY TYLER SORENSEN
sorensty@mnstate.edu

“Hey, are you going skiing?”
The question startled me. I
had just arrived at the entrance
of my friend’s apartment, four
stories below his balcony. A
faulty buzzer requires my friend
to toss down his keys to every
visitor, so I usually text a twominute warning before I get there.

Mittens in pockets, I waited in the
dark, fixed on the balcony.
“Hey, are you going skiing?”
someone repeated.
I turned around. About half
a dozen white males ambled
out from the street, clearly on
their way downtown. It was the
weekend; perhaps they wanted to
discuss varsity sports over a few
Monster energy shots. I never
confirmed that. Someone else
spoke up.
“Yeah, are you going skiing?”
For a moment, I instinctively
wanted to say the truth, which was,
“No. No, I’m not going skiing
actually.” Then I remembered
what I was wearing — a highcollared jacket with a fleece neck
warmer — and found the joke. I
fell back on knee-jerk sarcasm.
“Yeah,” I answered. “I’m going
skiing.”
“Hey, are you going skiing?”

another one asked.
“Yeah, I’m going skiing,” I
said.
“Are you going skiing?”
They circled me like geese
around a child with breadcrumbs.
A true playground bully scene,
with observational comedy by
committee.
When I look back on my
childhood and adolescence, I
struggle to recall a time when
anyone ever really bullied me.
I hardly ever talked outside of
my close group of friends and
cafeteria regulars.
In eighth-grade study hall, a
classmate of mine had spent most
of the year collecting students’
signatures on his Trapper Keeper.
Middle school ennui, I guess.
When he asked me to add a
message, I simply wrote an
ellipsis (“dot dot dot”), per his
request, and signed my name.

I’ve always followed that
ancient maxim, “First, do
no harm” with painstaking
discipline. If life is a river, then
I’m frantically paddling so I don’t
bump into anyone. Cursed with
needless sensitivity, all of my
worst-things-that-could-happen
end with me unwittingly upsetting
someone.
Doing the wrong thing is
terrifying, so usually I’ve done
nothing instead of anything. Is
indifference worth risking for
contempt? True, what a vacant
personality and what a completely
unremarkable individual, but if
not happiness, there’s at least
safety in foregoing a reputation,
isn’t there?
Occasionally, my eighth-grade
English teacher would end her
class with a public speaking
exercise. For two minutes, a
student would stand up and

discuss a topic he or she had
blindly chosen out of a hat. One
day, I heard my name called.
“Oh,” another classmate gibed.
“The kid who never talks.”
The teacher silenced the few
muffled giggles. My cheeks
caught fire. All of my effort
evading attention had invited
exactly that, and worse: ridicule.
The phrase, “Just be yourself”
doesn’t alleviate unwarranted
cruelty. I still can’t take kindly
to unkindness. I want to be liked.
How can anyone so easily turn off
the looking-glass self?
Soon my friend appeared on
the balcony and dropped his
apartment keys. As I unlocked the
door, a familiar voice reminded
me how vapid and petty bullying
often is.
“Hey,” he asked. “Are you
going skiing?”
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Physics society aims
to make science fun
BY CHARLY HALEY
haleych@mnstate.edu

On Jan. 22, objects will shatter
and explosions will occur in
Hansen Theatre, courtesy of
the MSUM Society of Physics
Students.
The show, at 3 p.m. and free
of charge, is “an opportunity
for students to watch live
demonstrations that illustrate
basic scientific principles in a
fun and exciting manner,” said
Victoria Honetschlager, SPS
treasurer and a senior majoring
in physics.
Demonstrations at the show
will include shattering objects,
exploding balloons, a steel
barrel imploding using only
water and someone lying on a
bed of nails.
“The explanations are aimed
at an elementary and middle
school audience, but learners
of all ages can appreciate the
science,” Honetschlager said.
The event will not only
be a learning experience for
the audience, but also for the
students who conduct the
demonstrations.
“Research shows that the best
way to fully learn material is
to teach it, and that is precisely
what members of SPS will be
doing while explaining the
demos,” Honetschlager said.
SPS is open to any MSUM
student interested in physics or

astronomy, Honetschlager said.
The purpose of the SPS is “to
help students of all ages achieve
the knowledge necessary to
understand the physical world,”
she said.
“We strive to achieve this
purpose through outreach and
volunteering throughout the
community,” Honetschlager said.
“One such example is the
demonstration show, but we
also host elementary schoolers
on campus, travel to middle
schools to volunteer in robotics
programs and are just starting to
work with a robotics team from
Moorhead High School.”
This is the first year SPS is
hosting a demonstration show,
but if it goes well, it is something
they hope to continue, as they
strive to be involved in the
community. Also, although the
show is free, SPS members will
be collecting non-perishable
food items at the door to donate
to the Dorothy Day Food Pantry.
In addition to helping the
community,
SPS
provides
many other opportunities for
MSUM students to learn,
including speakers, seminars,
webinars and opportunities for
undergraduate research.
For more information on how
to get involved in SPS, visit the
club’s blog at physics.mnstate.
edu/sps or email msumsps@
gmail.com.

JESSICA FLEMING • flemingjes@mnstate.edu

Due to the drug paraphernalia ordinance Moorhead City Council passed in November, stores such as Mellow Mood will
have to stop selling much of their merchandise, including the glass pipes these customers scoped out on Monday.

PARAPHERNALIA,
FROM FRONT
an undetermined period – “It
could be months,” Tepley said.
The closure, he said, is “to protect
my employees from unnecessary
prosecution.”
Prosecution is not the objective,
Moorhead Police Chief David
Ebinger said.
“Our primary goal is not
enforcement,” he said. “It’s to get
voluntary compliance.”
The law makes selling
paraphernalia a gross misdemeanor
with a $1,000 fine and 90 days
in jail while possession, a petty
misdemeanor, calls for a $300 fine
and no jail time.
“We’re hoping they’ll have the

shelves cleared,” Ebinger said. “If
they don’t, we’ll have to handle it
on a case-by-case basis.”
None of the smoke-shop
employees or owners indicated
they were looking to pick a fight
in the criminal courts, but Marc
Kurzman, a lawyer for the petition
organizers, said his clients would
prevail in civil court. Ebinger
predicted ordinance supporters
would beat the challenge.
Starting Wednesday, the city
clerk has 30 days to determine the
validity of the petition. Signers
must all be registered Moorhead
voters. Organizers handed in about
2,800 signatures, nearly 1,000
more than they need to put the
measure on a citywide ballot.
If the petition is valid, the city
council would decide whether to
repeal the law – a prospect council
member Mark Altenburg said is
unlikely – or submit it to the voters
at the next regular city election
(November 2013) or at an earlier
date decided by the city council.
Altenburg, one of the most
vocal opponents of the law, said
he believes the intent of the
city charter is to hold a vote as
soon as possible, either in the
August primary election or in this
November’s general election.
But City Attorney John
Shockley said the election would
be held in 2013 unless the council

chose otherwise.
Given the pending legal
challenges, “the most costefficient way to go is to repeal the
ordinance,” Altenburg said.
The law will be in effect, barring
court intervention, even if petition
organizers get the measure on the
ballot. But if a majority of voters
voted against the ordinance, it
would then be repealed.
Discontent’s Tepley thanked
Moorhead’s college students for
providing much of the energy for
the petition drive – and about a
third of the signatures.
Organizers spent a few dozen
hours in the past month going
door-to-door and canvassing
campuses collecting signatures.
They faced some initial resistance
at MSUM, because they weren’t
in a registered student group,
until they teamed up with College
Democrats, Ellingson said.
This community has “a really
good vibe,” he said, and he’s
confident Moorhead voters will
reject the paraphernalia law if
given the chance.
Tepley vows to keep fighting,
first through the democratic
process then, if necessary, in the
courts.
“I don’t know how far this
is going to go,” he said. “This
is going to get to be very, very
interesting.”

JESSICA FLEMING • flemingjes@mnstate.edu

Students line up for the MAT Bus outside of Snarr.

MAT BUS, FROM FRONT
Tim Decker, professor of
English, also prefers the bus and
takes advantage of the extra time it
gives him to read or grade papers.
Much like Fasick, Decker grew up
with public transportation and has
always used the bus regularly.
“I find it more relaxing to ride
the bus,” said Decker, who is blind
is his left eye. “I don’t have good
depth perception, so I choose to
take the bus.”
Although Decker could apply

for another driver’s license, he’d
rather not be behind the wheel.
Decker has purchased the semester
pass and continues to ride the
MAT Bus Monday through Friday
to travel to and from work.
“It’s not much a burden,”
Decker said. “It’s worth it for me.”
Students can still ride the bus for
free with their student ID.
For any information pertaining
to MAT Bus, visit matbus.com.
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Dragons top Wolves, continue winning ways
Dragons
Statistical
Leaders*

By danny determan
determda@mnstate.edu

Points/game

D.J. Hamilton
15.5
Jake Lindfors
14.9
Charlie Chapman 12.0

Rebounds/game
Alex Novak
Jake Lindfors
Charlie Chapman

Assists/game
D.J Hamilton
Jordan Riewer
Jake Driscoll

*as of January 9

8.9
6.2
3.1
3.4
2.2
1.6

With three players scoring in
double digits, the 16th-ranked
Dragons overcame their first loss
of the season the night before —
when the University of Mary,
Bismarck, N.D. bested them 7251 — to defeat Northern State
University, Aberdeen, S.D., by a
score of 81-74 on Sunday night.
The Dragons were led by their
guards, as senior D.J. Hamilton
scored 24 points, senior Charlie
Chapman scored 18, including a
four-point play early in the first
half, and freshman Jordan Riewer
added 13.
Chapman scored the first seven
points for the Dragons, following
up his four-point play with a deep
three-pointer. He led all Dragons
at the half with 11 points,
including all three of his free
throw attempts and four assists.

Subpar defensive play early
in the second half allowed the
Wolves to stay in the game, at
one point tying it at 54.
With the score close, Dragon
junior forward Jake Lindfors hit a
three-pointer that sparked an 8-0
run, and the team never looked
back.
The Dragons finished the game
making 24 of 53 shots, including
11 of 25 from the three-point line,
and shooting 75.9 percent from
the free throw line.
The victory moves the Dragons
to 12-1 on the season, and 8-1 in
the Northern Sun Intercollegiate
Conference. They will host
Upper Iowa University, Fayette,
at 8 p.m. on Friday, and then take
on the nationally ranked Winona
(Minn.) State University at 6 p.m
on Saturday.
For
more
information
on Dragon basketball, visit
msumdragons.com.

NSIC Standings:
Men’s Basketball
Team
MSUM
Winona State
St. Cloud State
Bemidji State
Minnesota-Duluth
Southwest Minnesota St.
Augustana
Northern State
Concordia-St. Paul
Minnesota State-Mankato
Wayne State
University of Mary
Minnesota-Crookston
Upper Iowa

Conf. Overall
8-1
8-1
7-2
6-3
6-3
6-3
6-4
5-5
3-6
3-6
3-7
2-8
1-8
1-8

12-1
13-2
11-2
11-4
9-4
7-6
9-5
9-5
6-7
4-9
4-10
3-11
5-8
4-9

Women’s basketball ends
skid, defeats Wolves
By danny determan
determda@mnstate.edu

Junior guard Kaycee Charette
scored a career-high 25 points,
and the Dragons topped Northern
State University, Aberdeen, S.D.,
72-62 on Sunday to end a sixgame losing streak.
Early in the game, the Dragons
went on a 22-3 run, finishing
with senior forward Angie Jetvig
blocking a shot and converting
on a fast-break layup to bring

the Dragon lead to 33-18. They
entered halftime leading by 18
points and only committed four
turnovers. The team’s bench
players chipped in 21 points in
the half.
The Wolves came out of
halftime strong, cutting the
Dragon lead to only seven.
Charette, however, managed to
make a three-pointer that started a
Dragon run, extending their lead
to 15 points.
Once again, the Wolves started

a run, cutting the Dragon lead to
just two points, but the Dragons
made 12 of 14 free throws at the
end to seal the victory.
Jetvig scored her fifth doubledouble of the season, finishing
the game with 16 points and 13
rebounds.
The win brings the Dragons to
5-8 overall, 2-7 in the NSIC. They
will host Upper Iowa University,
Fayette, at 6 p.m. on Friday before
taking on Winona (Minn.) State
University at 4 p.m on Saturday.

Meghan Feir’s Random Sports Term of the Week
“Suicide Squeeze”
Meghan’s Guess
When an athlete is so embarrassed by his recent play that he contemplates ending it all,
only to have a sweetheart of a teammate give him a hug of love and understanding.

Actual Definition
In baseball: a maneuver consisting of a sacrifice bunt with a runner on third base.
The runner takes off as soon as the pitcher begins to throw the pitch,
before releasing the ball.

Classifieds

Services
Pregnant? Free pregnancy
testing and limited ultrasound exams with
registered nurses.
www.firstchoiceclinic.com
or 701-237-6530.

